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of k n o w i n g  this e v ening w h a t . , .what the c o n t r a c t s  are for 
cleanups wh e r e  rem e d i a t i o n  is n o w  in place, bu t  th e  last page 
does give us an estim a t e d  liability of $251 m i l l i o n  in the 
future. I simply b e l i e v e  t hat  this is a sp e c i f i c  fund, the 
m o n e y  of which, w h e t h e r  it's the $6 m i l l i o n  t h a t  is in LB 1310, 
to be t r a n s f e r r e d  to t he G e n era l F u n d  wa s  p a i d  b y  th e  citizens 
of the state of N e b r a s k a  to p a y  for p o t e n t i a l  c l e a n - u p  costs, 
and remember, t h o s e  that fall to the state of N e b r a s k a  for the 
most part are, in fact, orph a n  sites or a b a n d o n e d  sites where 
there is n o  one else to p a y  for th e  cleanup. U n d e r  th e  program 
today, th e  liability of the op e r a t o r  of a s ite is somewhat 
extensive, at least for the s m a ller operators. There is no 
p r o v i s i o n  to re pay th e  fund this m o n e y  if th e  revenues, General 
Fund revenues, of th e  state of N e b r a s k a  increase. It...it is 
simply a p r o g r a m  t hat I think, wh i l e  I... I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
pressures p l a c e d  u p o n  t he  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  tryi n g  to 
identify cash funds t hat could be t r a n s f e r r e d  to th e  General 
Fund t hat w e r e  n o t . . . c a s h  funds t hat w e r e  no t  c o m m i t t e d  to some 
expe n d i t u r e  that h a d  b e e n  authorized, I u n d e r s t a n d  that 
pressure, b ut I do b e l i e v e  t hat the commi t t e e  d i d  err in making 
this r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . ..

SP EAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SE NATOR COORDSEN: . . .that the citizens of the state of Nebraska
are, in fact, e ntitled to what t hey p a i d  for w i t h  th e  ta x  on 
refined fuels, and that is a cleaner e n v i r o n m e n t  an d  assistance 
for cle a n i n g  up b o t h  those sites that h a v e  a l r e a d y  been 
i d e n tified as w ell as those t hat ma y  come u p  in the future. So 
I do support the C hambers amendment. T h a n k  you.

S P EAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Wehrbein.

S E NATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. Speaker, members. I'll be b r i e f  b e cause I
t al k e d  on this m o r e  an hour or so ago or t wo h o u r s  ag o  w h e n  we 
h a d  the issue b e f o r e  u s . I w ill say that I ... I ... I k now the 
b o d y  u n d e r s t a n d s  if this source of r e venue is no t  t a k e n  at this 
point, t hat w e  w ill have another ga p  to m a k e  u p  in one w ay or 
another, an d  p e rhaps e ach of y o u  h ave ideas h o w  t h a t  might be 
done. T h e  other t h i n g  is that like m a n y  of these funds, people 
will tell yo u  if you h ave t he m o n e y  somewhere, wh y  d o n ' t  you use
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